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By Email

F.No.27 s /06 /2022-Cx.8A(Pt.l)
Government of India
Ministry of Finance

Department of Revenue
(Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs)

1.".q:1":.""1

'C'Wing, 56 F1oor, HUDCO-VISHALA Buiiding
Bhikaji Cama Place, R.K. Puram,

New Delhi, Dated 30.08.2O23

Instruction

To,

1. Al1 Principal Chief Commissioners/ Chief Commissioners of Customs & GST
2. A11 Principal Director Gcnerals/ Director Gcncrals of Customs & GST
3. <wcbmaster.cbec@iccgatc.gov.in>

Sir/ Madam,

Please refer to earlicr instruction dated 14.03.2022 issued vide F.No.275/ 06 /2022-
CX.8A (copg enclosed).

2. In partial modification of the aforesaid instruction, the exprcssion at para 3 "O R
Meena-CBIC-ASO(ORL)-LEGAL CELL& CXSA SECTION-CX-8A Section" may be read as
"VARUN CHADHA-CBIC-SUP(VC)-CX-8A-CX-8A Section".

3. Furthcr, it is requested to scnsitize the field formations under your jurisdiction, to
forward SLP proposals through LIMBS as well as through e-office modc. The SLP proposals
forwarded through these two mentioncd Modes only will be treated as valid proposzLls. The
details of LIMBS ID and E-offrce Node for Legal Cc1l, CBIC are, as under:

(a) LIMBS ID: Varun Chadha (87 OO977 37 3) Superintendent - Revenue CBIC-Lcga1-Lcgal

(b) E-office Node: VARUN CHADHA CBIC SUP(VC)-CX 8A-CX SAScction

4 . It is a.lso requested to forward the SLP proposals with all
documents in terms of Board's Circular No. 935125/2010-CX
auailable on u.tebsite), in single reccipt mode only on e office.

the relev:rnt/ ncccssary
dated 2l .O9.2O1O (copg

Yo faithfully,
!-

Encl: As above ld.l
'D a lini

.b
(Prashant a)

Deputy Commissioner (Le gal)

Tel.: Oll-26161O42
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G*vernrlent sf lndia

fi4inistry of Finance

Departrnent of Revenue
CentraN Board of Indlrect ta.xes & Customs

{l-egal€ell}

Wing 5 'C' HUftS Vishala Bullding

Bhikali Cama Flac*, R.K" Purane

f''lev* Delhi, the 14th ftfiar*h ?S22

lnqtructiqit
T0,

1" All Principal f,hlef Commissioners/Chi*f Commissioners of Custon"ls & G$T
Z^ All Principal Director Generalsl Director Generals af Cust*ms & GS'f'

3^ <urebmastsr.cbec@icegate.gov. in>

Attenticn is invited to the Video Sonfer*nce held cn 2't 12.?*21 under the

chairrnanship of l\rtrenrber {t-eg*l}, C*10. T}r* fulinutes of the said r"neeting was issu*d

*n 03.01 .2fr22 {ccpy *n*trsedi anct c}rcu}ated to ali fi*ld f*rnationx. lt was directcd

thflt all $LP/Civil Appeal prnp*sals t* the Bosrd shal* he fsnrrarded thr*ugh LIMB$/e-

office rnode w.e.f ff1,01.?0?2. A copy cf '$elf Help File' *antaining technical

procedure to be follswed in LII\IB$ was also enclosed with the said Minutes of

Meeting

Z" However, it has been ascertained that birlk af $LP/Civil App*al pr*pcsal* are

b*ing r*csivecl in th* Bcard thror.rgh physical mode only

g. Accordingly, fi*ld formations under your jurisdiction may be *uitahly sensitized

to fonsard SLFlCivil Appeal pr*posals thrsugh LIMBS as well as through e-cffi*e

rnode, till the LIMBS application is stabilized ancl the sarne is used efficiently by the

field forrnations. In this regard, SLP proposals in r"*ceipt nrode may be forwarded to
.CI R Meena-CBtC-A$O{ORfvl}-LEffAL CfiLL & CXSA $ECTISN-CX'SA Section"

in e-offtre and prapssats for Civil Appeal in r*ceipt mod* ffiay b* forward*d to

"MANAY CH{}UDIIARY-S $C-A$S{ |HC}.J UOI frlAt- CELL-J u dr&al cell" in e-cffice.

Further, it may kindly be ensured that only the $LF/Civil Appeal pr*posal und*r

reccipt mrde ie fonruarded to the Board and nrt the Commissionxrate's file in which

SLp pt'cpusal is processed by the field fnr"mstions.

Encls.. As absve

rs taithfullY _.-"**
.","

uptai
* Legal)

T*le 0X 1-2S1631 52

iAn
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Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs
fafrarffr2en1zr

Directorate of Legal Affairs
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F. No.1080/54/DLA/SC/2021/ tl/ Date:03.01.2022

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 21.12.2021 TO DISCUSS THE NEW FEATURES OF
LIMBS FOR REDUCING DELAYS IN LITIGATION MANAGEMENT

A meeting to review the progress made in entering data in LIMBS Portal and

preparedness for integrating the e-office with LIMBS and filing of appeals electronically

through e-court application, was held under the chairmanship of Member (Legal), CBIC on

21.12.2021 with Pr. Chief Commissioners/ Chief Commissioners through VC mode. List of

officers who attended the meeting is at Annexure 'A'.

2. In the meeting,the direction of Hon'ble Supreme Court regarding use of Information

and Communication Technology (ICT) for reducing delays in filing SLP/CA in Supreme

Court was discussed. It was informed that NIC has introduced certain new features in

LIMBS Portal and integrated LIMBS with e-office so that SLP/CA proposals from field

formations addressed to the Board can now be sent electronically through LIMBS and e

office.

3. During the meeting a presentation was made by the Additional Commissioner, DLA

in which the details of directions of Hon'ble Supreme Court in CA No.674/2021 (UOI Vs

Bilfinder Neo Structo Construction Ltd.) for the constitution of LIMBS Committee,

recommendations of the said LIMBS Committee, integration of LIMBS with e-courts & e

office carried out by NIC and further action to be taken by field formations were explained.

A soft copy of the said PPT is enclosed.

4. In future all SLP/CA proposals to Legal & Judicial Cells of Board shall be

mandatorily sent through LIMBS/e-office mode w.e.f. 01.01.2022. A copy of 'Self Help File'

Deen Dayal Upadhyay Marg, 4h Floor, Rajendra Bhawan, New Delhi 1 10002
Tel: 011 23219071, Telefax: 011 232 19073, email: dlasmc-cbic@gov.in
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containing~echnical procedure to be followed in LIMBS is enclosed. For any technical

assistance, NIC's support engineers, Shri Himanshu (Mob no. 8800279152) and Ms.
Monika (Mob no. 8510042202) may be contacted.However, till the new system stabilizes,

all the SLP/CA proposals may be sent by physical mode also to avoid unexpected delays.

5. The field formations were also explained the need to feed Case Number Record
(CNR) in LIMBS data of all High Court cases for automatic updation of status of High

Court matters in LIMBS from e-courts. It was observed that as on date only in 11,457

cases, CNR has been entered out of 25,460 cases pending in various High Courts. Copies

of two help files prepared by NIC explaining technical procedure to feed CNR in LIMBS

are enclosed. It was directed by Member (Legal) to ensure 100% compliance by

31.12.2021.

6. Vide 0.0. letter dated 02.12.2021 of Member (Legal), CBIC to all Pr. CC/CC/ Pr.
DG/ DG, a copy of D.O. dated 30.11.2021 issued by Secretary, Department of Justice,

Ministry of Law & Justice, Government of India has been circulated for strict compliance

regarding e-filing of Appeals or Writ Petitions by the Government before the Hon'ble
Supreme Court and the Hon'ble High Courts mandatory from 01.01 .2022.Zonal Chief

Commissioners were advised to liaison with the Registry of the Jurisdictional High Courts,

in implementing the directions of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in filing appeals electronically

with effect from 01.01.2022.

(Mahendra Ranga)
Principal Commissioner

Encl: As above

To

1. Sr. P.S. to Member (Legal), CBIC
2. All Principal Chief Commissioners/ Chief Commissioners/ Principal Director

Generals/ Director Generals
3. The Commissioner (Legal), CBIC
4. The Joint Secretary (Review), CBIC

Deen Dayal Upadhyay Marg, 4d Floor, Rajendra Bhawan, New Delhi 1 10002
Tel: 011 23219071, Telefax: 01123219073, email: dlasmc-cbic@gov.in
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Annexure ‘A’ 

LIST OF OFFICERS WHO ATTENDED THE MEETING 

 

1. All Principal Chief Commissioners 

2. All Chief Commissioners  

3. All Principal Director Generals 

4. All Director Generals  

5. Sh. Mahendra Ranga, Pr. Commissioner, DLA 

6.  Sh. Gaurav Kumar, Commissioner (Legal), CBIC 

7.  Sh. Jitender Kumar, Joint Secretary (Review), CBIC 

8.  Sh. R. K. Kaul, Sr. Technical Director, NIC 

9.  Sh. Pankaj Jain, Additional Commissioner, DLA 

10.  Sh. Anish Gupta, OSD (Legal) 

11.  Sh. Prashant Kumar Jaiswal, STO (Judicial Cell) 



1 

Reducing Delays in Litigation Management 

By  

Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) 



Timelines for filing Appeal in Supreme Court 
2 

Total time for filing in Court 

Registry 

Time given to 

Commissionerate to send 

proposal to Board 

SLP Within 90 days from pronouncement 

of Order by High Court 

20 days 

CA Within 60 days from receipt of Order 

of CESTAT 

15 days 



Number of cases dismissed: 

During year 2021, about 27 cases filed by the department have 

been dismissed by the Supreme Court due to delay in filing. In 3 

cases, costs have been imposed. 

3 

Reasons for delay: 

 i. Late receipt of CESTAT / High Court orders 

 ii. Filing Appeal against CESTAT order in High Court  

      instead of directly filing in Supreme Court. 

 iii. Procedural delays at various stages. 

 



4 

THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 

in 

CIVIL APPEAL No. 674/2021 

 
 

in 

Bilfinder Neo Structo Construction Ltd case observed delay 

of 536 days in filing Civil Appeal by the Department.  



SUPREME COURT ORDER DATED 27.08.2021 

In the aforesaid Civil Appeal No. 674/2021, the 

Hon’ble Supreme Court on 27.08.2021, approved OM 

dated 26.08.2021 issued by the Department of 

Revenue (DoR) for constitution of a Committee 

comprising of various stakeholders to adopt ICT 

(Information and Communication Technology) 

initiatives to streamline, monitor and provide seamless 

integration of all stages in government revenue 

litigation across the board. 

5 



Various Stakeholders of the Committee 

i. Officers from CBIC, CBDT, Department of 

Revenue, Ministry of Law & Justice and NIC 

have been included in the Committee. 

ii. The Revenue Secretary has been requested to 

periodically monitor the progress. 

iii. The Solicitor General of India appeared in 

Court on behalf of the Government. 

6 



Mandate of the Committee 

A. Guide the changes required in LIMBS to make it more effective for 

litigation management. 

B. Ensure integration of LIMBS with the IT system of Courts, Tribunals etc. 

including e-Courts system of NIC. 

C. Guide the process of integration of LIMBS with e-office. 

D. Guide universal adoption of LIMBS and e-office in the relevant offices 

under Department of Revenue. 

E. Suggest changes in the IT solutions adopted in the Courts/Tribunals etc. that 

could significantly improve litigation management for suggesting other 

measures to remove roadblocks in efficient litigation management.  

F. To finalize and operationalize the effective system within three months from 

today and appraise the Hon’ble Supreme Court accordingly. 

 

7 



 Comments were invited by DLA from all the field formations. 

A total of 25 suggestions were received from CBIC field 

formations which were considered by the Committee.\  

 A Progress Report was submitted by the Committee to the 

Supreme Court on 29.11.2021. 

8 



Recommendation 1: Guide the changes required in LIMBS 

Software to make it more effective for litigation management: 

 LIMBS portal has been re-designed and now the case data for SLP / CA 

initiation will be picked up from High Court / CESTAT entry in LIMBS.  

 Using CNR Number, LIMBS Portal will obtain orders/judgments and latest 

case status from High Court’s servers thus reducing the delay for SLP 

initiation for want of copies of judgments. 

 The LIMBS portal will automatically update High Court records from High 

Court database as and when hearing takes place in the High Court (using 

correct CNR No). This will result in minimum human intervention and cut 

down delay in having information and then updating on LIMBS portal.  

 Senior Officers in the field formation and Board will be alerted through 

SMS/E-mail on the countdown in days for submission of proposal. 

 

 

9 



Recommendation 2: Ensure integration of LIMBS with IT 

system of Courts, Tribunals including e-Courts system of NIC: 

 Integration of LIMBS with the servers of High Courts have 

been achieved for updating LIMBS data using CNR No. to 

access/download the copies of Orders and Judgments (except 

for a few High Courts which are not on National Judicial Data 

Grid). It will cut down delay in having Judgments for 

subsequent action. 

 Integration with CESTAT will also be implemented soon. 

10 



Recommendation 3: Guide the process of integration of LIMBS 

with e-office: 

 Integration of LIMBS with e-Office of CBIC, e-Office of 

DOLA/CAS has been / being achieved. Through this integration 

CBIC will be able to know the pending status of the e-File submitted 

from LIMBS to DOLA/CAS at a particular time.  

 It will cut down delay in sending files to DOLA/CAS and also 

help to monitor delays at different levels.  

11 



Recommendation 4: Guide universal adoption of LIMBS and e-

office in the relevant offices under Department of Revenue: 

 LIMBS and e-Office are being used by all field formations in CBIC. 

 The necessary integration between e-Office systems of CBIC, MoF 

and DOLA/CAS have been established for having e-office to e-

office advice file movement within CBIC and finally with 

DOLA/CAS.  

 The LIMBS login IDs of concerned officers can be created online 

with online approval of DLA. 

 The e-Office login IDs of CBIC field formations are created by 

DGPM 

12 



Recommendation 5: Suggest changes in the IT solutions adopted 

in the Courts/Tribunals etc. that could significantly improve 

litigation management for suggesting other measures to remove 

roadblocks in efficient litigation management: 

 Universal Codification of Ministries, Departments and Sub-Departments has 

been recommended, so that the provision of entering such codes at the filing 

levels be undertaken for the Government cases at Tribunals and Hon’ble 

High Courts / Supreme Court. 

 Necessary changes in the software of Tribunals, High Court and Hon’ble 

Supreme Court be undertaken incorporating such codes. 

 Through this exercise CBIC will be able to receive certified and uncertified 

copies of Judgments and Orders within the fastest time possible and directly 

into the email account of the concerned stake holders thus helping cut down 

the delay in receiving such Orders/Judgments and acting on these for seeking 

advice from DOLA/CAS. 

13 



Recommendation 5: Suggest changes in the IT solutions adopted in 

the Courts/Tribunals etc. that could significantly improve litigation 

management for suggesting other measures to remove roadblocks in 

efficient litigation management: 

 Certain High Court are not on NJDG (National Judicial Data Grid) 

so cannot update the records of the cases falling in those High Courts 

on the LIMBS portal. Need to have all the High Court’s data on 

NJDG. 

 Also API from SC needs to be arranged soon for post SLP/Appeal 

information. 

14 



Recommendation 6: “The LIMBS SLP software modules have 

been developed and rolled out for different stake holders.”: 

      

15 



Further Action Required 

◈ All SLP/CA proposals from field formations to Legal / Judicial 

Cells of CBIC must now be only through LIMBS / e-Office. 

◈Revenue Secretary will hold meeting in January 2022. 

◈Next Hearing in Supreme Court – 07.03.2022. 

16 



CNR Updation: 

◈ As on date, various Courts registered on e-Courts including all 

High Courts (other than Delhi High Court) are linked with 

LIMBS application. 

◈ The CNR (Case Record Number) of a case can be found from 

(ecourts.gov.in). 

◈ The CNR must be updated in the LIMBS database for all High 

Court matters. 

◈ There is no CNR for CESTAT / Supreme Court matters. 

17 



Progress of CNR feeding by CBIC Field Formations 
18 

Date No. of cases in which 

CNR entered in LIMBS 

Total Cases 

04.10.2021 5620 -- 

20.10.2021 8260 -- 

22.11.2021 10926 25430 

13.12.2021 11457 25460 



Initiation of Special Leave Petitions (SLP) / Civil Appeals (CA) 

◈ Before using this facility, we have to ensure that 

 * The High Court case, against which SLP is proposed  

 must be there in LIMBS data. 

 * The CESTAT case, against which Civil Appeal is  

 proposed, must be there in LIMBS data. 

◈ Immediately on receipt of High Court / CESTAT order, entry in 

LIMBS under ‘SLP for Higher Court’ should be done. 

◈ The system will automatically start monitoring the delay.  

◈ The E-mail/SMS alerts to senior officers may also be automatically 

generated.   

19 



Initiation of Special Leave Petition (SLP) / Civil Appeal (CA) 

◈ If it is decided by the competent authority in field formations to 

propose to the Board filing of SLP / CA, the proposal will be 

forwarded through e-Office. 

◈ For this purpose, necessary integration between LIMBS and CBIC   

e-Office has been done. 

◈ From CBIC, e-Office (used by field formations), the proposal will be 

forwarded to MoF e-Office (used by Legal Cell, Judicial Cell, 

Member (Legal), CBIC). 

◈ From CBIC , the proposal will be further forwarded to DOLA, CAS 

of Ministry of Law & Justice using e-Office. 

20 



D.O. dated 02.12.2021 of Member (Legal), CBIC  to all Pr. CC/CC / 

Pr. DG / DG. 

 A copy of D.O. dated 30.11.2021 issued by Secretary, 

Department of Justice, Ministry of Law & Justice, Government 

of India has been circulated for strict compliance regarding e-

filing of Appeals or Writ Petitions by the Government before the 

Hon’ble Supreme Court and the Hon’ble High Courts mandatory 

from 01.01.2022. 

21 



D.O. No. 12012/992020-eCourts dated 30.11.2021 of Secretary of 

Ministry of Law & Justice 

 Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, Judge of Supreme Court and 

Chairperson of e-Committee vide letter dated 09.10.2021 to all Chief 

Justices of the High Courts has asked them to ensure that e-filing of 

cases/petitions by the Government in all matters is made mandatory 

from 1st January, 2022 and that there should be no physical filing of 

cases by the Government in any matter thereafter. 

 As part of the e-Courts Project, the system of e-filing and 

online payment of fees is being done for digital and paperless courts.  

22 



THANK YOU 
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Help File to Initiate SLP 

 

 

 
1. In LIMBS portal while making a New entry it’s important to fill fields 

like – Case date, Case type, CNR number, Case number – Case year, 
Advocate name etc. 

 



2. After case saved LIMBS number will generate, first we have to update the 
status of all entered cases - if case has been 

Disposed-of follow the given below steps: 

 
1. Go to My Court Cases-->Compliance Entry 
2. Search your case. 
3. Click onto the update status link. 
4. Select Litigation -> Decided/Pronounced -> and then select Decided-
Lost with Direction. 
5. Then provide a judgement date and click on the Save button. 

 

 
3. After updating the status as Disposed of- Lost with direction case will 

move into the SLP for Higher Courts under My court cases 

 



4. Once we click on the SLP for Higher Courts, we will get the list of the 
SLP cases along with the days left for the SLP. 

 

 
 

 
      There is a provision of marking of case, if any user wants to mark case to 

any other officer. 
 

5. If you want to mark this case to other officer/user, use tab MARK, 
select the LIMBS user from list whom you mark this case 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6. Now user find that case on tab Proposal marked to (SLP) and marked 
user find that case on tab Proposal marked by (SLP) 

 
        Proposal marked to (SLP) 

 

 
 
 
 

Proposal marked by (SLP) 
 
       

 
       
        
 



Once you click on Proposal for SLP for Higher court make a New entry of 
case via NEW ENTRY, under my court case of Hon’ble Supreme court with 
basic information and note LIMBS number on your file. 
 

 
7. Now click on Proposal for SLP enter details as required and click on submit: 

 

 
 
 

 
8. Once we click on submit, case will move into the proposed cases: 
 

 
 
 
 



9. Now click on Mark to for Advice case will move into the forward to e-office  
 

 



 

10.  Click on the Receipt Create and then click on Advice. A receipt form 
will appear fill all the information and save: 

 
 



11.  Once we click on save button will get a notification - Receipt successfully 
created:    

12. To check current status, go to Receipt Create 

 

 
 

Follow above steps to initiate SLP



 



CNR Updation help file 

 

The respective Department on going to "UPDATE CNR WITH REGISTRATION NO” in 

"updation" tab, a list of their cases will be displayed on the screen.  

 

 

On clicking on "view" button against HC (exclude Delhi HC) and District & Session court, 

 



 

On clicking on "view" button against any case which needs CNR as a fresh or its updating, 

simply a window of the Registration no, Registration Year, Case type (of court) will open, 

 

 

 

 

 



After fill all details, user will click on “Search” to find out CNR number. 

 

 

 

 



CNR Updation help file 

 

 

As on date, courts registered on e-Courts i.e. all High Courts and District & Session Courts (other 

than Delhi High Court) and CAT are linked with LIMBS application. 

 

The CNR Number of a case can be found through  Home- eCourt India Services (ecourts.gov.in) . 

Please click on High court services or District Court Services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ecourts.gov.in/ecourts_home/


 

 

 

 

and then choose the "Case Status" tab from the left margin Search Menu, then choose the Court 

and Bench then you can search your case either by Party Name or by Case Number or Advocate 

details or FIR number from the search results click "view" and the CNR number will be displayed 

along with other details of the case. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 


